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gravity of the needle; this axle rests in a horizontal position on two
agate edges, and the angle the needle makes with the vertical is read
off by means of the vertical circle. The needle and the vertical circle
can turn about a vertical axis. To set the plane of motion of the
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needle in the magnetic meridian, the plane of the needle is turned
about the vertical axis wtil the magnet stands exactly, vertical;
when in this position the piano of the needle must be at right angles
to the magnetic meridian. The instrument is then twisted throughis in the field of view; take the reading on the graduated
